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Howdy!  

Welcome to the Texas Gun Club Regulators. We recognize that there are several things that new members 

need to obtain in order to get started in the exciting family sport of Cowboy Fast Draw.  We also 

remember some of the issues we had trying to find all of the correct stuff!  Where to go, who to talk to, 

and what is the best price?  Therefore, we have compiled this information guide to help you.  Also, we 

intend to update this guide for future new members, so as you obtain information, please forward to 

us so that we can assist each other and grow together in this great sport, and become the premier 

Cowboy Fast Draw Club in the nation. 

Your CFDA package should contain a copy of the CFDA Gunslinger’s Guidelines, 10th Edition.  These guidelines 

provide a very good basis for the type of guns, holsters, ammunition, targets, and clothes that are 

appropriate for Cowboy Fast Draw.  The Texas Gun Club Regulators will follow these guidelines, rules, 

and regulations. 

THE SIX-GUNS 

Single-action revolvers, factory chambered for the .45 Colt caliber, with non-adjustable rear sights are 

required.  The barrel length is important, as the minimum is 4 ½ inches.  Most of the manufacturers 

produce barrel lengths in 4 5/8 inches.  Any longer takes more time to get that longer barrel out of the 

holster!  There is a recognized class in CFDA called “Shootist” which requires a minimum barrel length 

of 7 ½ inches.  Before you make any modifications to your six-gun, please refer to the CFDA 

Gunslinger’s Guidelines, as no external modifications, and many internal modifications are not allowed. 

The Ruger “New Vaquero” is very popular for Cowboy Fast Draw.  Please note that Ruger made the Vaquero 

and now they make the “New Vaquero”.  The older version is a larger frame, larger diameter cylinder, 

and heavier than the “New Vaquero”.  The “New Vaquero” is the same size as the original Colt.  On the 

left side of the gun, just under the cylinder, the guns will be marked “Ruger Vaquero” or “Ruger New 

Vaquero”.  Some of the ladies that have small hands like the “Bisley style” guns.  These are acceptable 

and the distance of the hand grip to the trigger is shorter.  Again, make sure that they are the “New 

Vaquero”.  
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Other manufacturers produce great Cowboy Fast Draw guns as well; i.e.  Colt, Beretta, Uberti, Pietta, 

Cimarron, and others.  Personal preference has options and is completely acceptable. 

Texas Gun Club – The great staff at TGC has decided to stock some of the six-guns for our club.  Also, they can 

order what you want, and receive it in short order.  Members of the Texas Gun Club Regulators get 

discounts on Fast Draw Revolvers.  TGC and their great staff provide the facilities for our club range, 

and we are very appreciative of their support to the Texas Gun Club Regulators. 

Gun Shows – Another opportunity to get a good purchase is the area gun shows, particularly if you are looking 

for a used gun.  However, make sure that you are getting a gun that has not been altered and will meet 

the rules and regulations of CFDA. 

GunBroker.com – We have made several purchases via online bidding through GunBroker.com, and all of 

these transactions were very good.  However, if you see a gun online that you want, please check with 

Texas Gun Club staff, as the gun must be sent to a federal firearms license (FFL) holder.  After your 

purchase, Texas Gun Club will receive the gun for you, and you will pick it up from them when it arrives 

for a transfer fee ($25.00 for Regulators members).  Please check with Texas Gun Club prior to bidding 

online for a clear understanding of the process. 

THE HOLSTER & GUN BELTS 

We use 1800’s style “Mexican Loop”, “Slim Jim”, and “California Pattern” holsters of leather and rawhide 

construction.  These holsters are “over the belt” style and must be worn on the side of the hip and leg 

only.  No cross-draw, shoulder, buscadero, contemporary Hollywood, or steel-lined holsters. 

Your holster and belt (also referred to as “your rig”) tend to be personal and most are custom produced. 

Please note that there are several dimensional requirements and regulations within the CFDA 

guidelines that your holster must adhere to in order to be approved.  Rigs are often decorated and 

adorned with carvings, conchos, and general “bling – bling” which creates that “one-of-a-kind” 

personal piece of equipment.  We recommend (not required for CFDA, except youth shooters) having a 

bullet deflector on the bottom of your holster as an added safety feature.  The following is a partial list 

of CFDA holster makers: 

Mernickle Holsters (mernickleholsters.com) (800) 497-3166; The folks at Mernickle produce good holsters, 

and their website is nice.  However, be prepared to wait 3 months + for delivery of your rig.  Our first 

rigs were Mernickle rigs, and the delivery was a real issue for us.  Additionally, we experienced other 

issues (quality and service) with our purchase.  However, you will see a lot of their rigs at the CFDA 

events, so they are doing something right. 

CFDA General Store – (cowboyfastdraw.com) (775) 575 – 1802; The CFDA usually stocks some of the 

Mernickle holsters (typically only one style and color) for immediate shipment.  Check the website and 

give them a call. 
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Skin Carver – (eBay);  We have purchased some CFDA approved holsters on eBay from the “Skin Carver” for as 

little as $30.00 brand new.  We use these holsters on the “Town Folk Alley’s” when we let new 

shooters try cowboy fast draw.  He makes some complete rigs that are inexpensive and a good value. 

Shaniko (Ted Blocker) Holsters – (shanikoholsters.com) (503) 631-7459; We have seen several of these rigs. 

They are of good quality.  Delivery has been very fast and their pricing is reasonable.  Check out their 

website and give them a call. 

Ken’s Leathercraft – (www.kensleathercraft.com) 540.774.6225.  Very sturdy rigs at a very reasonable price. 

Ken will help you customize your rig also. 

There are other holster makers, so check the internet.  Make sure that you measure yourself correctly when 

having a rig made as they are made to your dimensions.  A good rule of thumb when measuring 

yourself for a gun belt: 

Man….measure about 1 ½ to 2” below your belt line, wearing a pair of jeans.  Run the tape around your body 

then pull the tape up snug but not tight.  Lady….Pick the spot that is centered between the belly 

button and the crotch.  Then run the tape around your body.  Pull the tape snug but not tight.  For best 

results, wear a pair of jeans when doing this.  

Additionally, when at a shoot, ask other members about their rigs, try a couple on and find a good fit.  Then 

measure from the buckle to the hole you used as your measurement. 

Some of the rigs have a cant to the holster; CFDA allows a maximum of 20 degrees forward cant.  There are 

high ride and low ride holsters.  If you have any questions about holsters, please give us a call so that 

we can assist you with understanding or clarification.  Texas Gun Club Regulators is about helping each 

other with this fun sport, so please feel free to call upon us. 

Ammunition 

There are four kinds of wax bullets that are acceptable in CFDA, and they are color-coded.  

● Orange; is produced by CDFA, the Deadeye EZ Loader Wax bullets. These are easy loading, 

mostly shatter on contact.  They “seat” nicely in the cases.  Only approved wax for Texas Gun 

Club. 
● Blue; produced by Bandit wax.  These are actually a polymer base and they are hard.  They will 

bounce off of targets and they will go through your backstop.  These are not allowed at the TGC 

range because of this.  We found these to be very hard to load compared to the orange ones. 

● Red; Spitfire wax bullets.  These are good, but they are a little harder than the orange ones. 

● Brown; C&R wax bullets.  These are good but did not seat well in the cases. 

We have tested all four of these wax bullets using a chronograph to measure the velocity of the bullets using 

the same primers.  The results were that the Orange Deadeye EZ Loader Wax Bullets were the fastest 

and the most consistent due to the proper seating in the cases, thereby reducing gas slipping around 

the bullet during acceleration.  The orange wax bullets are also lighter on the backstops, load easy, and 
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have become our choice of wax bullet.  Therefore, we have decided to use just the orange wax.  We 

are purchasing the orange Deadeye EZ Loader wax bullets in large bulk, and making them available to 

members of the Texas Gun Club Regulators in bags of 500 for $15.95.  We will try to keep these in 

stock for our members.  Please note that we package the 500 in bags based on weight and not actual 

count, so variance may be encountered. 

Wax bullets can be pushed in the cases with your fingers.  However, it is typical to seat the wax into the cases 

3/8 of an inch.  To accomplish this we are modifying a cattle ear tagger which will set the bullets to 3/8 

of an inch with just one squeeze of the handle.  Texas Boer and Star of Africa sell these for $45.00 each 

for members of the Texas Gun Club Regulators. 

There are several types of cartridges cases (all must be .45 Long Colt) that are used in Cowboy Fast Draw.  The 

differences are in the primer pockets or the basic charge. 

● Cases that use a normal large pistol primer, with an enlarged .140 diameter flash hole, usually 

marked as “blank”, produced by Starline Brass.  The enlarged flash hole helps prevent the 

primer from backing out and “sticking” on the next shot.  These shoot very quietly, with a 

velocity of around +500 feet per second.  These are the ones that we use for all of our 

practicing and “Town Folk Alley’s”.  DO NOT USE THESE CASES FOR ANYTHING EXCEPT WAX 

BULLETS DUE TO THE ENLARGED FLASH HOLES.  

● Cowboy Fast Draw Cartridges – These are the same cases as above, but they are loaded with 

about 3 grains of 777 black powder to give a “smoke effect”.  These are used at State, 

Territorial, National, and World Competitions, and they are supplied by the shoot.  You do not 

need these as they will always be supplied when needed in the major competitions. 

● Cases that use a “drop in” large pistol primer.  Available from the CFDA General Store.  There 

are no tools required to remove old primers and install new ones. 

● Cases that have been developed to utilize a 209 shotgun primer and propel a wax bullet around 

+650 feet per second.  There are no tools required to remove old primers and install new ones. 

These are made for CFDA by Starline Brass.  The Texas Gun Club Regulators purchase these cases in 

bulk from the CFDA and we try to keep them in stock for our members at a price of $75.95 per 

100.  We recommend that you have 100 of these cases as these are the ones that we will use 

for most of our club competitions as well as other local competitions with the surrounding 

clubs.  

There are some variations in the Shotgun Primers and the Large Pistols Primers that you should know. 

The 209 shotgun primers that everyone uses in CFD are produced by either Rio, Fiocchi or Cheddite.  The other 

primer manufacturers such as Winchester, Remington, etc. tend to back out and separate causing your 

gun to “stick”.  Texas Gun Club currently stocks Fiocchi primers and is always looking for Cheddite and 

RIO to stock as well.  

The large pistol primers vary in the charge by manufacturer.  We have found the Federal primers to be the 

best.  CCI primers are the “hottest” causing primers to back out.  We will be testing all of the large 

pistol primers in the near future and results will be published to all members of the Texas Gun Club 
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Regulators.  So for now, we recommend the Federal Large Pistol primers, either Regular or Match 

grade as we have fired 1000’s of rounds with very good results.  These are available from many of the 

reloading supplies for around $35.00 per thousand. 

 

TARGETS and TIMER SYSTEMS 

Targets are available from the CFDA General Store for around $189.00 + postage.  However, the cost of 

postage for shipping the steel targets is pretty high, around $50.00 each due to the weight.  The targets 

that are produced by the CFDA have a great feature of breaking down into 4 pieces for easy transport 

and they are used at many of the major shoots including the World Championships. 

We have designed and manufacture a target that does not breakdown and is more rigid.  The targets that we 

use at the Texas Gun Club Regulators shoots, including the sensors, are the targets that we produce.  If 

you are interested in establishing a practice range in your garage, please check with us as we are trying 

to supply a good product at a reduced cost for our club members. 

The timer systems that are produced by the CFDA are really great.  They are dependable and accurate.  We 

will continue to use the CFDA timers as we strongly feel they are the very best available.  We 

recommend that if you are going to purchase a target/timer system, please check with us so that you 

order everything you need for a complete system.  Additionally, the CFDA timer systems are modular, 

meaning that additional timers can be linked to the system to make additional shooting lanes by just 

plugging in the appropriate cables.  

COWBOY / COWGIRL ATTIRE 

Cowboy Fast Draw tends to focus on the period of 1873 (the year of the Colt Peacemaker revolver) to 1899. 

This was the heyday of the Cowboys and the Wild West.  Wearing the appropriate attire is a great part 

of the CFDA.  You can dress just the way they did in the old west because we all do, and we have fun 

doing it! 

Please note that some clothes are NOT ACCEPTABLE to wear at CFDA events and shoots.  Short-sleeved shirts, 

modern shoes, t-shirts, baseball caps, and tennis shoes are not allowed.  Western cowboy, including 

working cowboy clothes, is acceptable.  Western boots or moccasins are acceptable footwear.  We 

have had great fun and continue to, with the selection of our outfits.  At the major shoots, State, 

Territorial, National, and World, there are usually banquets at night for fun formal dress up.  

We have found several places on the internet to purchase the 1800’s period clothes and accessories.  

Work n’ Ranch – (worknranch.com) These folks are great. They brought a trailer, dressing room, and tent to 

the World Shoot last year.  We spent half a day trying on outfits. 

Wild West Mercantile – (wwmerc.com) Periodically these folks have a really good sale on the internet.  We 

have purchased from them on several occasions and no complaints. 
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Western Emporium – (westernemporium.com) Great website to check out. 

There are many other sites as well, just google 1800’s western wear and they start popping up. 

Do not forget to check out the local western wear stores, i.e. Boot Barn, Cavender’s, etc.  There are good sales 

on boots, hats, jeans, and accessories. 

We have found that you can spend a little or a lot on period-correct clothes and outfits.  Start with the basics, 

and have fun.  Collect and build your outfits over time.  You will be surprised how you can change or 

alter an outfit with some inexpensive accessories.  If you are into sewing, the patterns for many of the 

period-correct clothes are available to purchase through the internet.  

If you are in need of leather or leather working tools, we suggest Tandy Leather located at 7601 West Sam 

Houston Pkwy, (www.tandyleather.com) (phone: 713-988-8824).  They have great selections of leather 

and tools, as well as kits to make moccasins, and even holsters if you want to try your hand at a great 

craft.  They have classes you can sign up for to learn the skills of working in leather. 

We hope that you find this Information Guide useful.  This is just part of our philosophy of helping each other 

progress in this fun and fantastic sport of Cowboy Fast Draw.   Our goal of having fun, learning, and 

growing together in the sport of Cowboy Fast Draw is our fundamental foundation for the Texas Gun 

Club Regulators.  We have both a vision and a goal of making the Texas Gun Club Regulators the 

premier CFDA club in the nation, and we are so glad that you have decided to join in the fun with us.  

 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact us. 

 

Please be safe, and we look forward to seeing you on the line, 

Revelator aka Scott Van Note 

832.539.7235 

fastdraw@texasgunclub.com 

or 

“Texas Boer” and “Star of Africa”  

aka Guy and Nicky Gist  

281.750. 0624 

 nickygist@yahoo.com 

“Safety First, Fun Second, and Competition Third” 


